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Specialized services that require cohorting of students must limit the stable cohort size to the number that 
allows minimum physical distancing requirements to be maintained in the available classroom space, but may 
not exceed 30 students and two supervising adults regardless of the space available and must adhere to all 
provisions in safe operations of schools as outline in appendix T1 Re-opening Protocols for K-12 Schools 
 
Specialized services for defined subgroups of children who need in person services and supports: 
 
LEAs and schools are not required to provide specialized, in-person services, but those that do so may serve 
students with IEPs, students who are English Language learners, and students with needs that cannot be met 
through a virtual instruction platform. These students may be served as needed, provided that the overall 
number of students present on-site does not exceed 25% of total student body at any one time. Schools that 
have reopened for one or more of the grades served, but not for all grades served by the school, may also 
deliver these special services to a limited number of students in the grades not yet opened for full in person 
instruction. In that situation, the school may bring up to 25% of student enrollment in the grades not currently 
open on to campus at any one time for specialized support and services for high need students in those grades, 
as long as the school can adhere to distancing, infection control, and cohorting requirements.  
 
Specialized services may include but are not limited to occupational therapy services, speech and language 
services, other medical services, behavioral services, educational support services as part of a targeted 
intervention strategy, or assessments, such as those related to English Learner status, Individualized Education 
Plans, and other required assessments. 
 
No child may be part of more than one cohort. Students who are part of a cohort may leave the cohort for 
receipt of additional services. Any additional services, however, must be provided either one-on-one by the 
appropriate specialist in a secure space that is apart from all other people, or the specialist may pull out a 
subset of the larger cohort and provide services to that subset together, returning that subset back to their 
larger cohort before providing services to a student or students from a different cohort. Note that this 
requirement is specific to the situation where limited numbers of students are being provided specialized 
services for defined subgroups with high need. When a grade has fully opened for in person instruction, this 
restriction is adjusted (see the following section). Schools must agree to cooperate with DPH with regard to 
screening, monitoring and documentation that will be required to permit careful scrutiny of health outcomes 
associated with this initial period of expansion.  
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To the extent consistent with specialized needs of students in a given cohort, use of outdoor space for at least 
50% of the school day is strongly encouraged.   LEAs and schools that choose to implement these on-site 
services for students with specialized needs, must inform the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 
of their plans prior to start of services. If the school has already opened one or more of the grades served and 
will be providing specialized services to other grades, the school is still required to notify public health before 
initiating the specialized services, as there is a separate notification form that must be filed.  


